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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE HEALTH, SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW 
AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE TO THE

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 13th DECEMBER 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The Committee has met once since my last report to October’s Council meeting.

23rd November 2017

Presentation - Young Carers
The Committee received a presentation from Councillor Meredith on the work of the 
charity; Children Action North West including: the work that the charity is 
commissioned to action for young carers. The presentation was given jointly with a 
young carer who was able to give a valuable account of the service and its impact.

Safeguarding Boards (Children and Adults) Annual Report 2016/17
The Committee welcomed Jane Booth, the Independent Chair of the Children’s and 
Adults Safeguarding Boards to the meeting. Jane presented the annual report of 
the Borough’s Safeguarding Boards for 2016/17 which informed us of the work that 
is being carried out on a daily basis to help some of the Borough’s most vulnerable 
children and adults.

The report reflected on available information about agency performance that had 
been obtained from data collection and analysis, audits and case reviews. Many of 
the performance measures in the report had used scores in the range that is seen 
as reflecting good practice. Higher than average levels of deprivation of course 
have a significant negative impact on the Borough’s population, one possible 
consequence being evidenced is that children present themselves at hospital with 
higher than average levels of self-harm and alcohol abuse.

The Committee was advised that there was still work to do to ensure that the right 
people received the right support at the right time. For children and families, too 
many contacts with Children’s Social Care did not result in a referral being taken 
forward, suggesting insufficient understanding of various thresholds for a service 
and a risk that early help has not been provided or has been delayed. Additionally 
there was no evidence of a reduction in the overall rate of children being identified 
as ‘children in need’. Once children do meet the threshold which requires support 
from Children’s Social Care there is a reduction in both re-referrals and the number 
of children who need the support of a Child Protection Plan for a second time – 
both these suggest effective responses are in place.



Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust
The Committee received a presentation on the work of the Trust from two of their 
senior managers. The last few months have been very eventful for the Trust and 
we were accordingly advised of two appointments: a new Chief Executive, Claire 
Molly who was appointed in September 2017 and a new Chair, Evelyn Asante-
Mensah who was appointed in November 2017. The Trust advised of their current 
financial situation and on action that was being taken to address their budget 
deficit. The Trust was implementing various improvement plans to address 
performance. There was a Strategic Partnership Board in place which included 
representation from all commissioners. A Quality Improvement Board had been 
established to oversee the Care Quality Commission’s action plan and it was 
intended that this body would drive forward the necessary improvements to the 
services that are urgently required. There were also associated sub-groups that 
were looking at finance, estates, digital services and mental health.

The presentation outlined improvements that were being made in respect of 
children’s services, services for adults and dental health services. For children’s 
services the Trust were investing, in partnership with the Council, in the Family 
Service model (of care delivery) an d intensive engagement with children/young 
people and their families to improve access to help and support – often via on-line 
facilities.  

The presentation also outlined a five year strategy that the Trust was carrying out to 
address mental health which looked at the Trust’s commitment to ‘deliver the best 
care to patients, people and families in our local communities by working effectively  
with partners to help people live well’. The priorities here were to improve the levels 
of resources available to support therapeutic care, to release staff for training 
requirements and to strengthen clinical leadership. 

Diabetic Eye Screening Service
 The Committee received a presentation on the National Diabetic Eye Screening 
Programme which aimed to reduce one of the complications of diabetes with an 
offer of annual screening to all eligible patients. Greater Manchester Health and 
Social Care Partnership was responsible for commissioning the service and this 
was provided by Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust - (North East Diabetic Eye 
Screening Programme (NE Diabetic Eye Screening Programme)) for the Bury, 
Heywood Middleton & Rochdale (HMR) and Oldham CCG populations.
 
Following Patient and Public Engagement the programme implemented changes to 
its model of delivery in November 2015 with an increase in its screening locations 
from six to 12 with six fixed locations and six rotational sites.

Homelessness Study Group
This study group, which is chaired by Councillor O’Neill, was established to carry 
out an investigation into the problems related to homelessness which is of course a 
problem for Rochdale as it is for many other Councils up and down the country. 
The membership of the Study Group is drawn from all three of the Council’s 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The Study Group has now met on three 
occasions receiving presentations from the Council’s own Homelessness Officer 
and representatives of relevant external bodies: Rochdale Town Centre 



Management Company, local churches, Petrus and Sanctuary Trust. Members of 
the Study group will be undertaking visits to some of these organisations, including 
the foodbank in Rochdale, amongst others in a bid to learn more about the subject 
and on how it impacts on local people and service users.

There are a number of actions arising from the meeting including recommendations 
for member training, some requests for additional information and circulation of 
resources for members’ attention.

Councillor Sara Rowbotham
Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


